The title complex, [Cd 2 Cl 4 (C 13 H 17 N 3 ) 2 ]ÁH 2 O, is centrosymmetic and contains two Cd 2+ ions bridged by two Cl À ions, leading to a strictly planar Cd 2 Cl 2 core. Each Cd 2+ ion is further coordinated by an additional Cl À ion and three N atoms of a tridentate 8-[2-(dimethylamino)ethylamino]-quinoline ligand in the form of a considerably distorted octahedron for the overall coordination sphere. A lattice water molecule is located on a twofold rotation axis and links pairs of complexes through N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
Metal complexes of N-containing ligands occupy an important position in coordination chemistry (Chaudhuri et al., 2007; Singh et al., 2008; Miodragovic et al., 2008; Van Asselt & Elsevier, 1994; Kizirian, 2008; Zhang et al., 2009) . Table   1 ).
Experimental
The ligand was prepared by the standard Bucherer procedure (Amoroso et al., 2009; Hartshorn & Baird, 1946) . To a stirred dry methanolic solution (30 ml) of cadmium dichloride (0.2 g; 0.0011 mol) kept under a positive nitrogen pressure, a dry methanolic solution (10 ml) of the ligand (0.24 g; 0.0011 mol) was slowly added. The resulting solution was stirred at room temperature for 3 h. The solvent was then removed under vacuum and the sticky solid obtained was washed twice with dry diethyl ether (10 ml each). 
Refinement
Ligand H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) constrained to be 1.2 times U eq for the atom it is bonded to (except for methyl groups where it was 1.5 times with free rotation about the C-C bond).
The water hydrogen was refined freely. Of the low angle reflections missing from the refinement, reflections (110), (200), (202) and (111) were omitted due to deviant intensities consistent with obstruction by the beamstop; the rest of the missing reflections were eliminated automatically during data processing, possibly as overloads. 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the centrosymmetric complex (I), showing atom labels and atoms with their displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level for non-H atoms. Non-labelled atoms are generated by symmetry code -x, -y, -z.
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Figure 2
Crystal packing in the structure of complex (I) in a projection along [010] with H atoms omitted for clarity.
Figure 3
O-H···Cl and N-H···O hydrogen bonding interactions involving the lattice water molecule and a pair of complex molecules.
Di-µ-chlorido-dichloridobis{8-[2-(dimethylamino)ethylamino]quinoline}dicadmium monohydrate
Crystal data ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
